
email from Steve Cutt March 12, 2009 
 
My wife is from Nelson and she wanted to move back to the Kootenays from Ladner/Delta (Small town in 
the big city).   I had no interest in moving back to a small town (I lived in Grand Forks, Courtenay and 
Nanaimo) 
  
My wifes main reason was to raise her kids in a smaller town that didnt have  the really big schools. 
  
I personally understand the cost cutting concept of 1 high school  - but know I would not have moved here 
if there was no high school. 
  
I had an interview with Nelson and District Credit Union and had there been no high school in Rossland I 
would not have even have thought about moving to Rossland. 
  
You will kill this town to attracting young PROFESSIONAL families.   
  
I am meeting more and more people with young families moving from Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver 
for the small town feel they are well off coming here after having sold their houses in higher priced 
markets.    I have also talked to several families who have moved here from GOLDEN - similar town who 
are losing young families because of lack of services for young kids. (I do not know if schools were an 
issue but there was an attraction to Rossland and friends are currently telling friends about how great it is 
for kids - right now - that would probably not be happening if we lost the school.) 
  
The baby boom echo (Boomers kids are going to start having kids) and will look to move to towns like 
Rossland - we will lose the professionals that can pick where ever they want to work. There is also a high 
percentage of doctors and engineers living in Rossland.  Trail and area are already having a hard enough 
time recruiting new doctors to the area - eliminating the high school in Rossland will have a trickle effect 
elsewhere in the system (HEALTHCARE) 
  
I would bet that the younger specialist doctors choosing to come to Rossland now would opt somewhere 
else if there was no high school in the Mountain Kingdom. 
  
I suggest you ask at the hospital - The School District budget might save money by closing down RSS but 
Trail and the area will be affected - lack of RSS will lose the appeal to doctors that are in short supply and 
have the choice of the best places to move to.    (My understanding is that Rossland has one of the 
highest per capital populations of Doctors in the country - THIS IS A DEMOGRAPHIC YOU 
DO NOT WANT TO EXCLUDE or IGNORE - Make sure someone checks with them.) 
Make sure you know why they chose the area - I am betting the schools is very high on their list. 
  
I would bet many of your submissions come from Doctors and Professionals in Rossland. 
  
I talk to alot of new people in town and MANY of those with families have told me they would not have 
come if there was no high school.   
  
Thanks for allowing our input. 
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